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Statistics

• Number of children adopted overseas since 
the Korean War: 200,000 (3/4 to the US)

• Number of babies leaving Korea everyday in 
the 1980s: 24

• Cost for international adoption: $9,000



Case #1
Client was left outside of the police station in the 60s,   
was bounced between foster homes and later was sent to 
the US to be adopted by Puerto Rican parents. She later 
married a British. All her life, she was teased for having a 
mixed identity. After years of unsuccessfully trying to      
access her adoption files to learn about her identity, she  
fell into depression which has affected her children as    
well. Not knowing who she is, she considers herself as a 

“piece of property.” 

Question: Why should adoptees be singled out 

with restrictive laws that apply only to them 

when even convicted felons have 

unrestricted access to their birth certificates?



Statistics

• Number of adoptees who requested their records to find 
birth parents between 2012-2015: 4,790 

• Success rate: 14.7%
• Total telegrams sent to birth parents for consent between 

2012-2015: 2,301.
• Only 705 agreed to reveal information, and 1,391 did not 

respond (We don’t even know if they received the 
telegram properly. Many regard it as another junk mail.)

• Violations:
• Basic human right to access personal, medical, social, 

genetic, and psychological background information. 
• Article 7 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights 

of the Child- Child “shall have the right to acquire a 
nationality and, as far as possible, the right to know and 
be cared for by his or her parents.” 



How to Access Sealed Adoption 
Records  

Korea

• Need birth parents’ 
permission and 
telegram is mailed 
to their home.  Or 

• If the birth parent 
is dead or cannot 
be found, or 

• The adoptee has a 
medical condition.

• There is no Court 
system. 

US
• If the adoption agency does 

not reveal adoption records, 
petition the Court and show a 
“good cause.

• Legal standard is showing a 
clear and convincing evidence 
that there is a compelling 
reason for disclosure that 
outweighs maintaining the 
confidentiality of a party to an 
adoption.  

• 37 states allow biological 
siblings of the adopted 
person to seek and release 
identifying information upon 
mutual consent. 

• Don’t need to be present at 
Court.



Case #2

Client was sent to the US in the 80s when he got lost in the road, 
and the orphanage sent him away disguising him as an “orphan.”  
He was raised by an abusive adoptive parents and suffered 
emotional, physical and mental injuries. He even served in the US 
military. But his co-worker put illegal drugs in the truck’s 
trailer when he was working for a transportation company, and he was 
arrested and found out that he was not a US citizen. His adoptive 
parents never obtained citizenship for him. He was deported with 
$20 in his pocket. He later met his mother who was waiting for him for 
30 years. 

Number of adult adoptees 
without citizenship in the US: 
35,000



What We Could Do to Help

• Records Access- Petition the US Court.
• Deportation and Non-immigrant visa-
• Many adoptees face the risk of deportation 

without knowing their rights.  
• The Consulate in the US does not know how to 

deal with this citizenship issue. They think 
automatic restoration of Korean citizenship is the 
answer but they do not realize that the adoptees 
want to stay in the US where it is considered 
their home. 

• Create a brochure that lists the 
adoptees’ rights and how to get
help when they are in trouble.


